
1

PTS.edu | Online Giving | Contact

President's Message

Dear Friends of Pittsburgh Seminary,

Our graduating seniors are about to leave us to commence Christian ministries far and
wide, and we hold them up in prayer as they set out to proclaim and enact the gospel
throughout the world. They aren't the only students leaving campus this summer,
though. Take Amanda Maguire, for example. Amanda is our 2012 Valentour World
Travel Fellowship winner, and as such she will be visiting countries in Asia and Africa
to see for herself how contextualized evangelism has led to the burgeoning growth of
Christianity in non-western countries.

A native South Carolinian, Amanda grew up in the Church and during college sensed
her call to ministry. As youth director at First Presbyterian Church of Orangeburg,
S.C., her interest in youth ministry and mission grew, until after two years in that



2

position she decided to attend seminary. Amanda chose PTS largely because of the
outreach opportunities afforded through the World Mission Initiative. Now as a middler,
she has gone on WMI trips to Brazil and South East Asia.

"I was surprised to learn in my Perspectives class that today Christianity is growing
fastest in non-western countries," Amanda reflected in her application for the
Valentour Fellowship. During her WMI trip last spring, she was impressed with the
eagerness of Brazilian Christians about evangelism, mission, and discipleship. "Their
model of [contextualized] evangelism is very effective but not always used in our
Western churches," she noted.

So this summer Amanda will visit several countries to "observe and experience" the
methods of evangelism being used by non-Western Christians to "expand the Church
in their unique contexts," some of which are quite religiously restrictive. The countries
on Amanda's itinerary include China, South Korea, Malaysia, Kenya, and South Africa.
She will meet with church leaders, students, and professors to learn their approaches
so that she can afterwards compare them with and apply them to North American
contexts.

Amanda notes that "evangelism consists in meeting people where they are and
bearing witness to Christ, who is at work in their lives whether they know it or not. This
means entering into communities and going to where people live out their daily lives."
Doing so is exactly what Amanda will do this summer. Follow her adventures by
reading her blog.

Please keep her, as well as the rest of our students, in your prayers as they make the
gospel relevant for other people through many and varied activities throughout the
summer months.

God's peace,

William J. Carl III
President and Professor of Homiletics

P.S. Join us this evening, June 1, for the Seminary's 216th Commencement at 7:00 at
East Liberty Presbyterian Church. The Rev. Dr. Robert M. Franklin, president of
Morehouse College, will be the Commencement speaker. We'll celebrate as 81
students receive their Master of Divinity, Master of Arts, Master of Divinity Joint
Program, Master of Sacred Theology, and Doctor of Ministry degrees.

Summer Leadership Conference Looks at the Future Church

Pittsburgh Seminary will host the annual Summer Leadership Conference, June 10-
13. Participants will explore the theme "Toward the Future Church: the Relevance of
Cultural Movements and Individual Stories of Faith for Christian Life Today" while
attending daily workshops and worship services. Keynote speakers include Phyllis
Tickle, author, lecturer, and founding editor, the Religion Department for Publishers
Weekly; Joseph Kwak, senior pastor, Jesus-Hope Presbyterian Church, Bun-Dang,
Korea; and Scott W. Sunquist, professor of world Christianity, Pittsburgh Theological
Seminary. Read more online.

Spiritual Formation Elective Explores the Ignatian Spiritual
Exercises
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The Seminary will host "The Ignatian Spiritual Exercises and Christian Discipleship," a
Spiritual Formation Certificate Program elective, June 17-22. Martha Robbins, Joan
Marshall Associate Professor of Pastoral Care and Director of Pneuma: Spiritual
Direction and Leadership Program, will lead the course. The structure and process of
this course is designed to give participants a taste of the Spiritual Exercises through
periods of instruction, prayer, silence, reflection, discussion, and worship. Learn
more and register online.

Miller Summer Youth Institute Gathers this Month

The Seminary's 16th annual The Rev. Dr. Roy F. Miller, Ph.D., and Mrs. Florence
Lantz Miller Summer Youth Institute will be held June 27-July 8. During SYI, high
school scholars come to campus to ask deep questions about life and faith, to think
critically about these issues, and to explore ministry from the pulpit and the pews. This
year, the Miller SYI will go to the 220th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
(USA). Every other year, Presbyterians from all around the country gather to learn, to
worship, and to help guide the Church. In 2012, General Assembly will be taking place
in Pittsburgh—the home of SYI. Participants will be able to prepare for this event by
learning about Presbyterian polity, theology, worship and sacraments, and
understanding of Scripture. Following GA, the students will discuss the events and
decisions with today's leading theologians, scholars, and authors. Tuition, room,
board, and off-campus adventures for SYI participants are free thanks in part to the
Lilly Endowment Inc. and Pittsburgh Theological Seminary donors. Please pray that
this year's participants would be blessed by their time on campus and at GA.

PCUSA General Assembly held in Pittsburgh

The 220th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) well be held June
30-July 7 in Pittsburgh. Throughout the week, the Seminary will participate in and host
various events. Plan now to join us for one or more of the happenings! Faculty
members presenting include the Revs. Drs. Andrew Purves, Edwin Chr. van Driel, and
Deirdre King Hainsworth. Others involved in the Assembly include the Rev. Cranston,
director of alumnae/i and church relations, (Executive Committee on Local
Arrangements); and the Rev. Sherry Sparks, associate dean of admissions, and the
Rev. Anthony Rivera, associate director of admissions, who will be participating in the
worship services. Check out a complete list of events including opportunities to meet
with admissions reps, alumnae/i gatherings, and a mission tour.
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